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But once it does, she will rise in her wrath, as she always
has done, to counteract it. This traditional policy shows
us why she led the League of Nations in opposition to
Japanese expansion in Manchuria. It also accounts for her
sudden change of attitude when she began to be afraid of
Japan's rapidly increasing power and prestige after the
Russo-Japanese War.
Economic clash.
What England feared has come about : she has, in
actual fact, come into serious economic collision with Japan.
As has been explained in Chapter II, section 3, Japanese
trade in China has gradually been overtopping British, and
has now gained a position in which it predominates
in the proportion of three to one. But it is not only in
China that this has happened. Japanese trade has pene-
trated into India and has attacked the very stronghold
of British commerce in Asia, where Japanese goods are
rapidly supplanting British. Beyond this again, Japanese
goods are capturing the markets in Australia on the east,
and in Africa on the west, they are winning in both
directions. In other words, from Manchuria to North China,
from North China to South China, from South China to
India, from India to Australia, New Zealand, and Africa,
the gallant advance of the Japanese commercial army goes
on and the fierce fight for the mastery continues. Before it,
the British crying aloud are being driven back without
respite.
As seen from the British side the advance of this army
is inflicting grave, if not fatal, injuries. For Britain depends '
for her national prosperity on her trade, and her Overseas
Dominions are among her best customers, as may be seen
from the following table.
BRITISH EXPORTS ACCORDING TO DESTINATION
(The figures represent percentages)


1913 
1925 
1927 
British Dominions 
37 
43 
46 
Europe 
35 
25 
25-5 
Others 
32-5 
32 
30-05 

